Varud Episode 14a
(0:21 - 0:34)

So, um, we aren't technically at the beginning of a new session, but we are going to do more this
evening And this is roughly halfway. So you guys may do a luck improvement. Yay! | swear to
God.

| swear to fucking God. Be a one, be a one. Oh, thank God.

(0:36 - 0:42)

Be a one, be a one. Well, no matter what happens, I'm at the double digits. Fuck.
(0:42 - 0:48)

Ah! He's got a ten. I've run away from being able to save myself. Oh.

(0:51 - 0:57)

| didn't get luck last time, and | got two this time. Oh, I'm sorry. Lucky bastard.
(0:57 - 1.03)

What about you, Neil? Nope. Nope. Nope.

I'm still good, though. Okay. Well, yeah, you have a ton of them.

(1:04 - 1:07)

Eh, at least a little bit. Yeah, yeah. I've got about 36.

(1:08 - 1:14)

All of you have infinitely more than Abby. Poor thing. Aww.

(1:14 - 1:19)

Never levels up. Isn't okay, but is immune. You know? Price worth paying.

(1:20 - 1:30)

Actually, yeah. | would think that's a pretty good deal. Oh, yeah.

Another secret to my secret tick box. No more luck. That would be a very goofy gimmick.

(1:30 - 1:39)



As soon as you become immune, no more luck, no more upgrades, your character locks down.
You are locked in. That would be funny, but | won't do that to you.

(1:41 - 2:29)

Okay. After having defeated the Rotten Zombies, as your really rather rude wake-up call this
morning, two of you are freezing as you're basically shoeless, sockless, almost clothesless,
outside here in the cold. So, probably with a small eating of some rations and a redressing,
putting all your stuff back across various places, you are now ready to face the day.

The weather is fairly clear. It's that like, oh yeah, yesterday was crappy, but today, nearest cloud
in the sky, but it is still quite cold. We're kind of looking at like 5, 6 degrees for anyone on this side
of the pond.

(2:32 - 3:00)

And somewhere between 39 and 46 if you're dealing in Fahrenheit. It's so cool that you
remember that off the top of your mind. Yeah.

It's in the spine of the thing, which is too big to fit here. The weather isn't too bad. Your vision is
quite clear, especially compared to yesterday.

Holy crap. But it is still quite cold. Whereas I'm not going to say it's exposure level cold, you just
need to be mindful it may change during the day.

(3:01-3:12)

So, what do you guys want to do? Well, |1 go into my backpack and | dig out everybody's new,
nice socks and gloves and hats. And | distribute those. Yeah.

(3:14 - 3:36)

When Abby and | were off yesterday, we found really nice gloves and stuff, so here you guys go.
Sweet. And as | pass you your gloves, | hand you your toothbrush.

And as | pass you your hat, | hand you your toothbrush. Thank you. It's so refreshing.
(3:37 - 3:43)

Take care of that. Yeah. And after that, all is at least ready to go.

(3:43 - 4:03)

Okay. You guys start your walk, continuing on to Kvalsfjall. With our bikes.

With your two bikes. | hadn't forgotten. As you are meandering down, the cars are becoming a



little bit more frequent.
(4:038 - 4:21)

You are passing more cars that have driven into the ditch and clearly still have zombie
passengers on board. But they aren't probably climbing out any time soon. As you continue
walking and you're passing more of these fields, you're aware that these ditches are beginning
to... Yep, that's some moaning coming from there.

(4:21 - 4:30)

There's a couple of growls. As you're aware that some of these ditches around these farm areas
with more and more of these cars... Yeah. They're a little full.

(4:30 - 4:58)

They have quite a few in there, loud enough to be a bit of a nuisance. How do you want to
proceed? I'm very curious if they can get out if you taunt them. But | don't know if that's worth it.

Just a knowledge. How big a stretch is this with them? How big a stretch? Oh, with them in it? It
goes on quite a distance. Like, you could maybe run past it, you think.

(4:58 - 5:46)

Like a really long distance like a good jog, but they're just kind of in the ditches. Do we see them?
No, ditches are so deep. I'm going to say no, they're really kind of deep and they would be quite
overgrown.

Yeah, ditches are like three meters deep. Yeah, so you would definitely hear them. And yeah, if
you're looking enough, you could probably see the overgrowth, the grass that have gone to the
side here.

You could definitely see it moving in places. So yeah, you become aware of it. My vote is that we
just put the backpacks and all that, just use the bikes to carry them and then we just at a rather
brisk pace, maybe jogging, just try and get past this as fast as possible.

(5:48 - 5:55)

Oh, is there something to get past? | thought we just heard zombies in the... Yeah, they're in the
ditches. You can get past the stretch with them. Yeah, we just keep walking.

(5:56 - 6:06)

Oh, you're saying walking with purpose. Yeah, yeah. So instead of us just casually and suddenly
they come up out of the ditch, we try and get ahead of it.



(6:06 - 6:17)

Sure. | mean, two people can get on a bike and two people jog and then once we're done, we
switch around. The people who were cycling now have to carry the bags.

(6:17 - 6:40)

| think that's fair enough. Yeah, | think between the juggling of the bikes and the switching over
and the getting past the area, I'm going to deduct four fatigue points from you guys. You do make
it a good distance and although you are aware that there are definitely still zombies in these
ditches, there's nowhere near as many as it was in this stretch that you just passed.

(6:40 - 7:15)

The amount of cars have decreased as well although there are obviously some head-on
collisions. And you definitely notice as you're walking along and you've gotten past this stretch,
you come up to a section of the road where the earthquake clearly cut cleanly across the road
and you can see that there's a section of road that is much higher than the others. We're talking
about a metre and a bit so not the easiest to get over but doable.

And you can see that some of these cars have just flipped and turned over. Some of them just
crashed into the back of each other and you can definitely hear moaning and it's a bit intense in
this area. Yeah.

(7:16 - 7:22)

Can | get one of you to make a luck check Actually, group luck. How about that? Screw you. Hey,
you're in double digits now.

(7:24 - 7:29)
This might actually succeed. It doesn't. Okay, what a surprise.
(7:30 - 7:54)

You hear the sounds of moaning in the cars that have flipped and the ones that have crashed into
this new sudden metre-high tall wall. What do you want to do? | imagine we're just going to boost
somebody up and then hand things over? Can we see over top of this? Unless we're shorter than
a metre. Yeah.

(7:55 - 1:10:47)

| was just trying to figure out, will there be lots of cars in this section? Well, kind of yeah but no,
you'll be able to see up enough and you can definitely see that there are more wreckages up
there and you're pretty sure that you spot a few beings move but they look a bit of a distance off.



How bad would it be to walk around the crack? You think you can see the edge of it to the field on
your right but you would have to go over a ditch. Do we want to try then? Obviously we need to
get over this and bring the bikes and all that so do we want to maybe try our luck with the forks
and spoons and all that and just chuck them in a different direction to get the attention of
whatever's here and hope it goes over to that? | mean, | think we should There's nothing
attacking us right now so | think we're free to just boost our way over.

Maybe once we're on the top we can chuck some back over there just to keep them away from
us. I'm curious what the ditch looks like with the crack. Just like because it's done like a clunk so
maybe there's like a ramp up in the ditch area which is kind of dangerous so it's like an iffy
situation maybe? | very much like the idea of the ramp so as you look over to the right you can
see this like you can definitely see where the ditch is you can see a bit of the ground, it is still
overgrown but you definitely see there's like a mud trail that leads into the lower ditch Alright We
lower our voices Okay, forks and knives, that's a good plan So yeah, | think we're going to take
just a handful of like cutlery and we're going to toss it to the left and the right like backwards in the
ditches and then we're probably going to do like a boost up real quick like trying to use the
chance we have while they're chasing cutlery So you see zombies moving ahead of you up on
the far end so you want to throw left and right behind you? Yeah, because I'm imagining that in
front of us the thing has gone up which means that the ramps are on each side of us so that the
ditches on left and right are full of zombies that can now walk up If we throw the spoons and forks
in front of us they're just going to climb up to us so we need to throw them behind us I'm trying to
figure out which zombies you're trying to distract so I'm assuming it's therefore the ones in the
ditches the ones you're trying to distract the ones in front of you who are further up you just have
to deal with them If you were trying to distract them that might not be a good idea and I'll have to
have someone say something That's no problem You don't have anybody to say something She
can wave a piece of paper and just grab your arm She can write something She can mime
something Like dumbasses You're able to grab your various cutleries and you can just have
someone throw them as other people boost someone up if you want Who do you want to boost?
Who do you want to be doing the boosting? Who do you want to be throwing the knives, the forks
and spoons? I've got good size so | can probably boost Abigail up there and then we have the
rope thing that | made so if we can attach it to a car we should be able to climb up super easy I'm
shit at throwing Bryce threw something yesterday.

He's good at it Yeah | love that you're like, I've seen you throw things You should have seen it It
was like a baseball What's the league called in the US? The baseball one? Yeah It's called
baseball | thought there was a league There's a couple throwing sports Abigail wraps Bryce on a
piece of paper turns it round rounders? Is it called a rounder? Pitcher You're like a right old
pitcher So close You love pitching, don't you? My southern British people, you can see me Right?
Oh right We'll assume that all these things are happening at the same time. Nani, are you up to
anything in particular? I'l boost Abby up We'll have you two work together on that Let's do the
throw for some distraction Regular success You grab two handfuls and you walk a little distance



away. You don't want to be too close when you throw You throw one off to the left you throw one
off to the right and you definitely hear them clink clank It's uncomfortably loud You hear the
moaning and you see the rippling and the overgrown of the ditch turn and make their way
towards that rather than going towards where the rampy areas are So I'm going to say you're
doing that for a little bit, just to keep them at bay The pair of you who are doing the boost, decide
who is doing the boost and who is assisting Alright, so my strength is pretty shit, but my size is
okay My strength is not great My size is meh Let's look at our physical | have the same strength
as you | have less size than you Can | argue that | would be boosting with both size and
strength? So | can add half of size to my strength push thingy | mean, wouldn't it be a case of like
In my case, my size is not height It's actually just I'm big Wait, I'll solve this Last time we did a
boost three of you were boosting one other dude Sorry, two of you Three of you were boosting
one other dude | think two of you boosting the somewhat smaller Abigail | think would absolutely
be fine Wait, did we make it wrong last time? | was like, wait a minute, we've done this before
What do we do? Oh, | bypassed it Let's bypass it One foot up, and she's fairly deft You kind of
make the hand holds She's kind of up very, very quickly She pulls herself up and it's not much
more than a few minutes later where you see the ratchet strap hanging down so you can all start
beginning to pull yourselves up and handing up bikes and gear You go up, I'll pass you the bikes
Easily able to climb up, you have the thing for assistance You can turn around and grab the bike
as it comes up Abigail leans over to try and help pulls it up You guys push it a little bit away
Minorly concerned that those zombies up there are a little bit closer than they were before That's
fine If you guys move quick it should be fine Reach down, grab the second bike More cutlery is
thrown You're very certain that there is nothing between you and there and you can head back to
the group if you want to You guys are both pulling this bike up It is a little heavy, very awkwardly
shaped but you managed to get it up and over and | want you to take a spot check No! That's a
fail Cool You guys pull this up You have both bikes You move them away a little bit Which one of
you wants to start coming up next? | would assume | go next You grab the thing You're beginning
to pull yourself up Abby holds up a hand She points off to the left You see that as you follow her
gaze you see that from one of the nearby wreckages you see something beginning to crawl out
You see another one of the beings walk around the car You see two of these zombies beginning
to make their way towards you guys They are close-ish On the lower side? On the top side Alright
Just jump down What? You too, come down Ah Just roll over What? Just leave the bikes up there
It's one meter Three meters is the full damage You very much have to scamper out of the way as
the pair of you drop down to the lower level Let's wait for these dumbasses to fall off the side and
smack the shit out of them Cool Crowbar at the ready | find that other people's reaction to seeing
zombies often seems to be very strange I'm like, oh, we just back up a little bit and we can make
them fall off this giant cliff Meanwhile you're like, why would | come down there? We're up here
We're supposed to go to the end of that You learn the attack charge, and that's it Yeah We're just
gonna stay down there We're gonna try to be a little bit quiet so that we don't attract the additional
ones And we're just gonna wait for these two idiots to fall off the stumble off Yeah, you definitely
see them and they seem to be milling left and right and just kind of moving around They seem a



little bit almost resistant to the idea of stepping near the edge There's just a little blink of a stone
coming up from Abby and then you see the pair of them just kind of turn really engaged that
something is below them and just step off falling to the ground, rolling over I'm gonna give you
guys a free round on them So we have one, let's say that this one is wearing a red jacket and the
other one is wearing a blue jacket Okay Let's start with Nanne Yeah, I'm just like with one hand
on the end of the crowbar and the other near the bottom I'm just gonna spike into its head Yep
And that's a no Oh, yeah just straight next to it, very close almost grazed an ear Thank god it's
not a fun point | was looking at it like 61 to 80 Oops, somebody's losing a guitar Up next would be
Abby and she is going to attack one with her rebar My brain wants to argue that it's easy, but |
can definitely see these fuckers landing and start flailing Yeah, just kind of like that They could
have also fallen down and almost immediately gotten up, because you don't know where they're
gonna land You're gonna have to go to them So yeah, they're kind of mostly up kind of coming up
and crawling and half stumbling towards you Like a human falling off a meter onto their chest
Yeah, you get an easy shot of them.

Zombie? No, he gets up That motherfucker's up Her rebar kind of bounces off Very similar to the
area that you did as she also fails to hit this motherfucker as she's like, I'm gonna get it while it's
down Bing! Oops, it's not down Oh no Bryce, red or blue, buddy? Um, red Okay Yeah Yep That's
right, dive out of the matrix Nope You too expect this thing to be on the ground, but it gets up
much quicker than you expected, it's kind of like in that crouching pose Wow, | did not think this
would be an issue You're so dead It wasn't easy, was it? No, it wasn't And early Alright, I'm gonna
smack the blue one Oh no, it's Is it a miss? It is a hit on the number Perfect That's a hit Holy shit
Quick, climb back up That's so bad Hey, it's safe now, right? This was my climb roll to get out of
the situation You wanted us here Oh shit, 13 damage There you go Holy shit, how do you kill that
one? Uh, like he's like scampering up kind of on four in the process of getting up and I just from
the left to right kind of baseball bat swing in his head and he just goes sprawling across the
ground That's perfect, excellent Alright, then remaining zombie actually has existence and is able
to actually attack and do stuff on this round Yeah It's just like Try, let's try Hey, okay Finally hit
And that is a hard success Oh, then you'd be doing head damage Oh yes, that's 7 damage Holy
shit Yeah, it kind of gets up and begins to like lunge towards you and you're like, oh no, crowbar
straight underneath his chin, out the back of his head pull it out, falls to the ground Perfect Great,
okay, now up, because the dead zombies are 100% coming for us right now Yeah In the fastest
scaling of this war you have ever seen in existence there may even be an occasional jump up,
pulling yourself up here Yeah, some of you using the rope that you have, the tether you find
yourselves up on the top you can retrieve your ratchet strap and you have your two bikes up here
The zombie that you saw meandering off in the distance when you were up here or when you
guys were looking over you can see it's definitely making its way towards you it's just, you know,
meandering between wreckages across the central barrier area, just doing its thing How thick
with cars is the area we're on? Directly around where the crack and the break is there's quite a
few For like 10, 20 cars? Probably not that much, probably 4 or 5 We need to get away from the
cars because we know these ambush guys like to crawl under, snipe at your ankles but we kind



of just need to jog we might even have to jog past the fucking zombie that's there and then turn
around to deal with it when we're not surrounded by cars filled with ambush zombies So this is
going to sound like an absolutely nutty plan, but we have the strap with us and it's just the one
that's meandering, right? It's the one that's meandering towards you Is there enough space that
we could essentially jog on either side of it if need be? I'm going to say yeah depending on where
you pass it you might be a little close to the ditch so | may make you roll something but you could
probably make it work Then basically my idea is holding one end of the strap, another holds the
other, and then we just run past it knock it on its ass and then just smack it? How safe is that? |
mean, well if you're running either side of the road you might be a little close to the ditch but the
ratchet strap would be wide enough, right? Yeah, | said it was about 3 meters plus? Yeah, so
long as you're holding onto it and you have a good strength on it | mean, you're probably going to
trip it in some form one way or another whether you slip down the ditch as a result that's entirely
between you and your God Should we stop and look at some of these cars? There are zombies
all over this place, right? Actually, there's only the one. The other two came down already But in
the ditches? We're on the other side of the big How are the ditches on this side? Are they also
filled? Roll a listen check Alas No Yes, normal Listen You don't hear any moaning or any of the
telltale signs of grass being rubbed against because of zombies in the ditches up here It's pretty
quiet I'm assuming they probably all passed over at some point So it's just that one zombie So
yeah, let's trip it up with a strap Yes Yeah, you could probably position yourself in such a way that
you can hold the ratchet strap and have two cars as a brace on the side so you don't have to be
in risk of falling in the ditch unless you want to and just let it come to you and trip it that way. That
would probably be the safest way Yeah If that seems like a safe way to do it Yeah, you
mentioned how safe is it | think I'll be the safest way Instead of us running like pole bearers I'm
thinking in the offensive That's just what I'm thinking Like you're the truck guy | just want to ram
into it Yeah, we're just gonna Yeah, you guys can set this up This wouldn't be a problem Yeah, so
you string it up You find a place to actually use the hook You can even tie it, let's say around let's
be lucky, you can tie it around one of the the braces next to a broken window in the car and just
tie it around that and just wait for it to come into it Yeah You can absolutely do that Or are you
thinking all four of you are just going to wait in the area where it will fall? Yeah, we use ourselves
as lures Piece of rope in the way Doing the doggie Yeah | think because it's just the one and you
are like, yeah, | mean you could even test it a little bit Yeah, this is roughly where we think his
head will fall We can kind of be here, maybe half a step in You have a little bit of time to prepare
for this thing coming at you, so I'm gonna say you're gonna get a free hit and just take this one
out Not a problem So that was a shambler Yeah, this was quite slow moving His leg is obviously
broken and being dragged behind it missing quite a lot of the flesh on its face and its body Yeah,
this one's super quick to take down Alright, let's do some looting There may be food in some of
these cars People probably didn't leave Some of these cars may be people trying to run away
Might get lucky Yeah, sure Alright, talking of luck Let's go, boys! Can we each do individual luck?
Yeah, sure You can tell me specifically what you're looking for So we'll start with Melanie He's
gonna go for more practical things like food and medical items and just straight up Food or



medicine? Your choice Food then No Yeah, the cars that you're looking at even if you're like
some of the ones that have broken enough boots, trunks that you can kind of open them and
have a look you don't really see any food that's left It's probably been scavenged already Okay,
Ole Bike Yes That's a success Look at this, as you are kind of like looking around as you unclip
the thing and you take a few steps forward There it is Ahead of you, a mythical pristine bike | go
to it as it calls for me It's an off-road dirt bike Oh my god Yeah, this is enough It's a four-seater
What luck Oh my god, a tandem bike Yeah No Just a little mountain bike Pretty good wheels This
one definitely looks like it's been through some miles but it looks like it functions You can turn the
pedals and it's smooth Let's say | check through the windows and there's no pumps or anything in
the car Ah Let's say no Yeah | just don't want to open the car I've been taught my lesson You
don't see it just by looking in the back window And Bryce A tent and food Okay You have a
choice, tent or food We're going to need food very soon Maybe if you say your intent is food you
might get both Ah If you get an extreme [I'll allow tent It's a food inside of a tent But you were just
looking for food, right? It's probably the smartest That is a success | don't know what kind | don't
think it's anything crazy What number did you roll? No, it's not Okay Yeah, you go through and
you find one of the cars has an open door So you just kind of look in the back And yeah, you see
this little crate, this kind of cardboard box that is filled with all kinds of food There obviously would
have been fresh food at some point The potato that never stops growing It's fucking roots are all
over the place in here It's like a goddamn fucking mess But you do find a couple of well-wrapped
oat bars So you find a good amount of those and a mixture of sweets and stuff in the car as well
They're obviously having a treat at some point But yeah, let's just say you find two rations worth
of just high protein high energy food Okay That means | don't have to go hungry for two days
while you guys go hungry Please Go Eating the thruster you found earlier Alright Yeah, | got this
pretty good bike Cool We're just missing one Actually, yes Damn I'm gonna say that we definitely
should have knocked out some fatigue points earlier But you guys have just been kind of chilling
Looting, looting, making an easy walk And easy walks regain fatigue You guys aren't exposed, so
you can reset those back to where they should have been Hooray Got a couple bits of food here
Nice Not a lot, but it'll do What did you get, Nonny? | look around Nothing | got us a good spirit
Alright Should we try to fix up one of these cars See how far we can get with it Would have to be
one of the ones further back, because if we get to the car that's right next to me, if we get this one
running, it's not going anywhere I'm assuming the cars are all on the road Some of them are on
the road, some of them are partly in a ditch, which is why you could easily get to the boot of it
Sure, we'll | think that's not a bad idea How much of the road can we see from where we are You
can see quite far down the road You are pretty sure that you can probably see the tower But it's
off in the distance You can see almost all the way up there It's, again wreckage in different places
You're pretty sure that you can maybe see things wandering in the fields, although there's the
joint outstitches either side which get much less when you get towards the town You definitely
see, you suspect movement Worst thing that happens is an alarm goes off | think we're just going
to try the cars that look like they might be able to get out and aren't smashed to shit Try if the
door opens, try if the car starts Literally what we can do is throw all the backpacks into one car,



drives forward and the other three cycle behind it Of course you can always sit in the car and put
the packs on your laps Bikes That's bullshit You could certainly try I'm going to need a group luck
to find a car that is not completely fucked No Alas | still want to tell you to run while we cycle Shut
up There's no reason to be mean to me What do | mean to you, doctor? | have to point this out
Me and Neil, we both have set up our dice so that our teeth markers are down, like everything
The teeth markers are zero | have been looking at daggers full teeth mark up, and it's giving me
anxiety Your lack of what's it called, where you're like afraid of breaking mirrors? Superstition
Your lack of superstition is upsetting me I'm unkillable, baby I'll walk under every ladder I'll not
think about any of the black cats passing by I'm fine with it all | am not a superstitious man, but
I've played enough games to just know there are a couple of things that make me feel better And
you'll call it waiting the dice, or like setting the dice or something Setting them correctly You guys
continue walking You do try a few more cars that may be functional but they just have no power
to them or they are just genuinely too fucked to get running again For the most part a lot of them
are in the ditches Obvious signs that zombies are still in some, but well contained or about to be
in the ditch And you guys keep walking forward Can | get all of you to make a spot for me please
Success One from a hard success Very sad Did we say we were allowed to use luck to turn
things into hard successes? I'm going to use a point to turn that into a hard success You can do
that Thank you What you see in the distance as you are getting closer to the town The
environment either side kind of like begins to change There's a little bit less open fields and you
kind of get some of the tree lines comprising your forest either side of the road The ditches are a
lot less You can see to the right hand side you can see that there are a couple of horses running
around in the areas behind the trees As you approach the ditches completely disappear and as
you kind of get to this about to be in the town area, you notice that there are a couple of people
who are standing who are standing in a gap between a couple of cars that have been obviously
placed to create this channel area between them leading directly into the town We go in with a
friendly attitude, right? Yes, but let's start waving pretty early on If these are just zombies
meandering they will start charging us when they see us We'll run Yeah, yeah Yeah, with an
empty hand Yes, as you wave with empty hands you see that they wave back and one of them
runs back into town proper as one of them very cautiously makes their way between these cars
that have been pushed together They've got probably a row of six or seven cars that have just
been parked in this long line to make this channel You can see that some of these cars look kind
of fresh They don't look like they've been mangled in various wrecks or anything Although without
a single failure all of them are coated in various blood and bone and you can see a few zombie
corpses laying astride some of them Yeah, from a distance we just shout once we're getting into
the channel It's like a talking-loud distance I'm going to move to Hello, we're friendly You see that
they wave back and they say We're friendly too Come on in Must have been a long trek to get
here Hitler was a nightmare They nod and smile You can see that they look shockingly clean You
can see that their hair is brushed up and it's tied up into a bun You can see that they are wearing
not exactly a shirt, but something nice and clean You can see that they have at their side what
looks like You can see that they have what looks like a very heavy hammer very similar to the



mallet that Helgi was carrying They don't look like They don't look like they're afraid of battle
They're quite well built The shoulders are quite broad They give you a smile You can see that
they are definitely missing some teeth What are you doing, my dude? Inciting your friendliness
Okay They haven't said anything yet Except that they're friendly That's sketchy No | needed a
fiver lower That would have been a poor nail Worth a try You're unsure, Bryce You don't really
know So | have 58 insight I'll wait until they say something and then roll How about that | will eat
shit if we walk all the way up to them and they just start swinging You're right then, | should have
rolled earlier They said enough We're friendly too So says every bad guy As you're kind of
halfway along the channel they hold a hand up and gesture for you to stop and they say Sorry to
do this, any of you bitten? Yeah I'm sorry, I'm gonna have to ask you to stay out there Can we
pass through? No, if one of you is bitten, we don't want to risk it, I'm sorry Are we allowed to pass
around? You could try Your best bet would be to head around to the left but there's quite a few of
them out there, it's kind of dangerous In what way? What way are we talking dangerous? There's
quite a lot of them in that general direction contained, we think, within the field There are quite a
few cracks and holes that formed when the earthquakes went off and there's quite a lot of hidden
ditches and cracks and crevices because of that We haven't been able to mark a lot of them, we
decided not to risk any more people to do that This is the better route? Please You asked if you
want to go around Please, please, please Can we approach each other a little bit? I'd rather you
stay there I'll stay here and they'll approach, please We're just trying to get to Wieck, we don't
want to stop by here, well we did want to stop by here and I'm very sad that you guys You guys
know there are immune people out there, right? Yeah Yeah, like We're just passing through,
come on How about you just wait there a little bit My friends, they went off to go let the guy in
charge know so you can maybe talk with him, but... Of course That's fantastic, thank you so much
So how many of you a bit? | point to me and Abigail There's no way we can hide the amount of
Abigail | was pinning on my ankle but it's been a couple It's been like a day You're fine Why would
| know? Oh god Where did you guys come from? Well like from a bunch of places really originally
but recently we moved from near Kvergeri So Yeah It's been a journey And you're headed out to
Vik? Yeah, we have something that we need to do there Oh, like what? | can't imagine anything
much beyond here that would be safe Have you not heard them on the radio? No Does your
radio tower not work? Maybe but we haven't used it Maybe | can help you get it up and running
I'm not an expert but | know how some of this shit works | got this thing running and | jiggle my
back I've got a radio in there Oh, cool I'll let Bossman figure out if that's what he wants to do if he
lets you in | quietly say to my cohorts a lot of questions from a person with literally zero powers to
do anything Thank you Just chill then, huh? Okay, cool Have you ever thought about how there's
no zombie animals? Yeah, but | mean the way that I've always understood it is it basically just
has to do with like how Okay, to be fair, I'm not sure how this one per se works but it was always
just generally the understanding of like that it was similar in the same vein as like viruses and
bacteria They can affect They might live on you but they won't affect you in the same way that
like the stuff with animals can affect them but doesn't necessarily hurt you So do you think that
like animals could carry it and give it to us? Maybe, | wouldn't be too surprised by that Maybe this



actually is like a curse thing then, huh? | mean, considering how quick it was at this point I'm not
going to rule out magic It was so weird It did happen quite fucking fast You see appearing next to,
out of the blue You see appearing next to the young person who is at the end of the thing You
see a fairly tall guy He's probably like 6'2 6'3, actually probably not tall compared to some of you
taller Icelanders Short Stocky Stocky, yes, that's what we're going to go with Probably about 6'2
He has his hair tied up into a ponytail and you can see that what once were like kind of blonde
highlights and like tips have just kind of grown out so it's mostly just like dark hair at the base He
looks tan, looks like he's taken care of himself He's wearing a black shirt like with the top button
undone He's wearing like black jeans He's wearing a short sleeve shirt and you can probably tell
from this distance that he has a series of like bite marks along his arm Some fresh, some new
That's how they know the immunity Yeah, their fucking leader is immune You see him like pat the
other person on the shoulder and very quietly converse and you see the person walk away You
also notice that the leader doesn't have a weapon on him, at least not obviously And he says
Hello, how are you | am to understand that some of you have been bitten That's a shame That's a
very big shame I'm sorry to say but it is general principle of ours that we don't allow people in who
have been bitten Now hold on Then what about you? | am one of the chosen We have one as
well The what? Oh god, things spiral so fast | knew he was culty but the fact that Neil would
reveal in the same fucking breath We need these people to Join the cult We have to gauge the
level of insanity before we start revealing shit like that But very fair, we also just want to get
through.

You're not wrong Alright A minor reset because in all this chaos | don't know what anybody
actually said | didn't say anything He said the what of the chosen And he said we have one as
well Which is going to be probably hard to hide and obvious You're not wrong Is this going to be,
wait, this is going to be so shitty because we're going to have to behave like Abbey is our chosen
leader but she can't say shit We are kind of literally escorting her as if she is important Kind of
coming off like that Yeah, okay, fair enough Oh my god, we're doing an escort mission It just hit
me This has been an escort mission all along No wonder this sucks Oh no, my plot Yeah What is
his reply to the situation? He looks He looks calm and composed as you say this And he turns to
Bryce and he says Ah, you have another chosen amongst you That's amazing Would they be
willing to step forward and share their light with the others of our group What does that mean?
Well there aren't many of us chosen I've honestly think I've only ever met one other and
unfortunately they passed away in a tragic accident just after But it would be wonderful if we
could have another speak, spread hope amongst the people here and we could, you know, talk
about maybe working together to help expand this little area here of ours and see if we can make
a better life for everyone here | really Can you please inside check this bastard What is there to
inside? Everything! No, no You angered the heroes You peaked | think this is the first time you
have ever peaked Holy shit Sorry, sorry, what is there to inside? It is to me, everything she said is
like, these are red flags | don't need to insert red flags This is so bad! This is very much a case of
like, is this guy just like fucking around because like, hey, check it out | can't be bit, everybody
worship me or is this a case of like he truly believes this shit Okay, that is a fair one Sure, | wanna



insight if he is like, if he is playing the role of a cult leader or if this man is genuinely a little bit
insane, you know what | mean? I'm with you, I'm with you Definitely high on power But like, what
level, like which side of the coin is he? Damn, alright, it's just a heart success You are fairly
certain that this guy very much believes he is chosen He very much is a guy who is like, yeah, for
whatever reason, | have been given this gift and | will shepherd my people, but you are fairly
certain when he mentioned the other person had an accident, it may not have been an accident
See, this is what | mean when | said that | like all of this was so fucking obvious Not meaning Not
in a mean way You see the flags? Oh my god, there are so many fucking red flags, | feel like I'm
on a racing track Ok I'm shit at fucking, talking to people barking or persuading, so | definitely
shouldn't be saying shit Good sir What is your name perhaps? Julian, they call me Julian Julian,
ok Well then, dear Julian Is there no way that we could, as you can see we do have we do have
someone of similar situation Is it at all possible for us to at the very least just pass through,
because as we learned from from your good fellow over there it is it sounds incredibly hazardous
to go around town and we really do need to get to on the other side of town and continue on our
journey | would be forever grateful if you would allow us to simply pass through, | don't expect it
to be just like unescorted that is perfectly fine but so long as we might pass through without
without endangering I'm gonna need a hard persuade Come on You actual fuck That's an
extreme success Actual fuck Small criminal He nods and he says we can absolutely
accommodate your request to pass through our area of course | will stay with you for those of you
who aren't immune, who are bitten we are still we still worry but | will stay with you in case you
turn because | will be able to deal with it and not suffer the consequences it would be a sign of in
return we would very much | would very much appreciate at least if whomever one of you is
immune wouldn't mind at least interacting with some of the others just to let them know that hope
is spreading amongst those of us who survive | have opinions Quick minute Of course speak
amongst yourselves you are of course we will of course be okay if you decide to wait just there
for a day just to make sure your infected person doesn't turn that is always an option That is
incredibly fair of you and | mean that Thank you, feel free to talk amongst yourselves Some
people just say fucking no like the other guys robbed us this is crazy fair Okay, group huddle |
don't | don't trust it Guys insane, genuine fucking insane How much is he staring at us as we talk
Oh he's watching, he's not like Oh my god I'm staring at you intently He's just kind of doing that
casual like yeah I'm watching you Okay, okay, | take my voice down an octave | fear he
mentioned the accident Yeah, | should tell him it's me probably | have a bite on my ankle and
enough | know but she's so obvious It's really hard Unless they inspect her like most of it is
covered up There's just like, there's only the one on like the neck that's like would be obvious but
I mean there is like a bandage over it but like she has been like wearing, like especially when you
went through headlash she was like wearing her jacket up a bit so it's a lot much less obvious
and you know if she had hair she could hide it but she doesn't It's | mean if someone does a good
spot they'll see it but otherwise like yeah she's wearing like long sleeves, long trousers Yeah The
spreading of hope thing is bullshit Well obviously this is some nonsense going on here | have a
very strong feeling that if he learns our immune person is | don't mean this in a cruel way



suboptimal, it would damage his message of them being chosen Do you know what | mean?
Definitely making sure that he's not able to hear Take a spot | will roll difficult No It looks like he's
keeping an eye on you Is it? We have two choices we bank on the good word of people just not
being fucking insane and that he will just be chill and let us through but she can't talk, that's the
problem | had a horrible thought if like we don't know what this ritual entails and | am terrified of
the fact that they might in fact just have a zombie on hand that they just like look, look and have it
bite her or something Did you say ritual? She very quickly like pulls out, he didn't say ritual by the
way Oh sorry sorry And she quickly writes down like if a zombie is involved it has to be me
Exactly That's true, but | fear that he doesn't want anyone else to be special | agree Which is ever
the fucking good reason to not lie to him and try to get on our way as fast as we can, if we leave
we're not in his way Oh oh She does like clicking without the oh because | needed you guys to
see me She quickly writes down Bike What about it? She kind of like points over her shoulder at
where the guys are and then like points to figures of four Oh oh if they get they have a bike then
we might get Yeah yeah | mean yeah just ask for a bike the reality is she doesn't speak we can
say she will Do you mind if we say you were mute before the thing? That would help | think I'm
gonna take the piece of paper and in a little spot of like paper that | can like eat or something to
hide the evidence I'm gonna write he's definitely killing others and his people are, I'm trying to like
not put so many words that | can't eat the paper Yeah yeah You don't want to eat the whole page
I'll like end up on another page and I'm like oh no You have to like turn it over and write on the
other side Oh Definitely gonna need to spice this one The guy you're still chewing I'm good His
people are loyal to those who are special If we can get rid of him first No, wouldn't they just kill us
in vengeance? They are loyal to those who are special Okay Which then would be us He has We
have good reason to believe he's not a nice guy but we are not But we're not, we're not Bryce
We're not preemptively murdering people Okay Then you get through town without any of us
getting killed Reactively killing people Well thankfully we did that to the poor Hetlugeiers Poor
Hetlugeier Did | say poor? The The bad guys that were threatening us The one who came at Why
did | say poor? | don't know | was What the fuck Where is your moral compass? Better than your
guess Thinking we should not have killed them No, no, no With those Hetlugeier like Fuck them
As far as we fucking know for clear for certain he hasn't really done anything And even if he is
He's keeping an entire fucking town together Nobody fucking else is doing that So let's just go
through, our chosen one is mute She can't talk She will happily We will happily tell of her tales
But we need to keep going because we need to get to Wieck We are on a time crunch | think we
should pass straight through With no detour No detour I'm not denying that The The thing is, like
Appi mentioned earlier We could get another bike here, in which case we would have one for
everyone | figure, like, before starting our journey through town, we would talk to either him or like
someone else and say, you know |s there a chance for us to get a bike? Or perhaps trade for
one, if need be The longer we negotiate Talk to each other The harder it is to sell that we are in a
mega hurry So | think just like, yeah Can we have a bike? We don't have much more than 15
minutes Please She kind of like Nods, shrugs Just kind of She's with it You have biscuit If it were
up to me we would go around Did you hear that? Brother, no | did hear | look at Appi She's going



like, no, not around She writes town and then puts her hand up Yeah Okay But | don't like any of
this, this seems too strange It is extremely strange, you're not wrong All right, then She tears off
the bit that you were going to write on and gives it to you to eat Yeah, | get rid of it You notice that
she basically only has like two or three pages left and then puts it back in her pocket It's fine, it's
fine All right Meta Weiss, you are our bargain man Yeah Unfortunately He's going to alter the deal
Contain thy rage This guy is no good | agree But we are not Rambo You, cult leader Might we
have a bike? So yeah, what are we willing to put out for this bike? Like if you understand that
she's not mutant, we're not staying the night or for hours We just want to get through as fast as
we can We have things to like try, whether it is like extra fire starters for example that we have
Spare sleeping bags, blankets Not our spare bikes Like hell, if it comes down to it we could even
like go for the painkillers to trade that away if need be They have a whole town Ah, well then
again, they may run out All right First thing, we we're missing a bike, it would help a lot So you're
willing to come speak with everyone We're not extremely good at speaking Okay, but you're
willing, that's great | mean it's a good start What are you looking for us to say? Words can be
dangerous, we want to be sure that we're clear What messages we hope is a complicated thing
Of course it is but ever so necessary and all the necessary things are often quite complicated
when it comes to feelings, isn't it? We'd very much like to bring your chosen amongst us to be
able to perhaps answer some questions from those who have questions be able to show that you
know, the light has continued on, just a small little talk, a small little yes You seem very
comfortable being the chosen of your town It is a heavy crown, the best thing is to make it not
look so It's not best for you if we just mosey on out Oh no, don't be ridiculous We would be happy
to help if you're willing to come through and speak with the rest of our people, I'm sure we can
absolutely find you a bike that would be suitable and then help you on your way We don't no
offence, we don't want to stay long, we are on a schedule and there are people waiting for us Oh,
people waiting for you, are there? Out in Wyk, was it? Very interesting How many are out there?
We don't know for certain, we are doing a favour for a family member Oh, isn't family the most
important thing? Aren't they? We just want the bike to pass through We don't want to stop by too
long Well, | will endeavour to make sure that we have everyone together so we can make it as
short a thing as possible, but of course spreading the light will take its own time Yes, absolutely
Let me just get a few of the folks together and we will get that bike sorted out for you and they will
be able to take you through You are the bitten one, right? And he points over at Ole Yes And you
are bitten as well, and he points over at Abbey who just nods So | am assuming that leaves one
of you two to be the other chosen He just kind of looks between you a little confused hopeful | am
just Shit Get the pistol to start shooting | wanted to People dying is bad What do you mean? We
are not just shooting a random dude There you go again | want to shoot the random dude | do so
badly Make up your mind He's got an entire town And | gave you a good reason why they
wouldn't turn on us and you still said, oh, lives are important His sucks This whole thing about him
sucks He does suck, | don't agree And | was mostly joking when | said let's shoot him because |
do believe he has it | was not joking We have another problem, by the way Tina? What about
Tina? Well, last we knew she was heading to She was heading through, yeah But that could also



mean that she is here Like, our best bet for seeing if she is here would be to go through town And
there is a genuine possibility that she is part of a cult No, no She's far too smart for a cult He
definitely sees a stunned silence as he gestures to the two of them being the chosen ones |
guess there's just an awkward silence as we go like, why would you assume they are the chosen
ones? Unwitten And then you see Abby just kind of like roll up a sleeve and just wait for her arm
Oh, how wonderful, he says Just hold on here and we'll go get everything sorted out and then you
can pass through as quickly as possible And yes, we'll have a little chat with everyone So, just
take a breath Hold two Never mind | would like to insight if this man is quickly rearranged
Wonderful is a great thing to insight Oh, wonderful! He says, not thinking it's wonderful Yes, yes
Inside his general state of mind I'm assuming that role you did in Angerdale was an insight Yes It
was very bad Oh, | was so close I'm only nine away Okay, so | did get a normal success and if |
spent eight points, | could If | spent four points, | could push it into a hard success and | genuinely
think that might be necessary before Neo kills me I'm shooting four bullets, I'm shooting him and
the three of you Laughter Laughter | thought you were gonna shoot me first Laughter Laughter
Laughter Laughter How did you do on your insight? | used luck to push it into a hard success
Okay, what were you actually insighting? What's going on here? Okay, I'm trying to get a feel
that, like, is this guy quickly rearranging his plans to get us fucking murdered? Like, is he actually
happy that we are saying we just wanna fucking pass through? Or is he like, oh, fuck, if they're
gonna be too fast Oh, | might have to, like, okay, yeah, yeah If Tim holds the saw, | can definitely
Okay, so you're kind of, like, trying to see whether the wonderful is indicative of anything, like, ah,
this is now slightly more difficult. You get the idea that as he looks at Abigail and kind of, like, her
smaller frame, the series of bites on her arm, how, like, thin she is how much shorter she is is she
like, oh, wonderful, she might be easy prey. Fantastic All right All right Hello, and thank you for
listening to episode 14 of Varus Dead Island Yeah, this is a bit of a, more of a travel episode,
more of a getting from A to B, less of a what is happening at A to B, so yeah, well, I'm sure this
Julian man has nothing nefarious in store for our intrepid heroes Well, if you're enjoying the show,
then a wonderful way to show it is to leave a comment or review wherever you're listening to it It
helps us a bunch, it's it's appreciated, we read it, and we try to reply to every comment that has a
guestion or statement that can be replied to, because yeabh, it's really fun for people to interact
with our content, which is very, very cool | want to thank Fessy from our Patreon for the name
Julian, thank you so much for your support, it is, as always, it is very much appreciated If you
enjoy audio entertainment and are looking for more, check out Onto the Roll, whose ad we're
about to play, they are an actual play, very similar to this, so yeah, check that out, and we hope to
see you again tomorrow Bye! You ever realize you have more TTRPG books on your bookshelf
than you have time? Yeah, so did | But then | tricked my friends into making a podcast with me,
so we could learn them, play them and review them Welcome to Onto the Roll Fiasco What do
you think of the concept of buy one, get one Get one what? Waterwork gear? Avatar Legends
These four are bandits They took me out to the woods and attacked me and they stole the
supplies that | had at my house What is happening? Brindlewood Bay | wonder if perhaps a
funeral dirge would be more appropriate for you to be singing right now Oh, um, Grandma Got
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